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Introduction

New playground equipment is now required by European law to confirm to British and
European standards. Although an acquaintance with the legislation is useful it is in fact not
necessary. The law requires manufacturers to supply equipment of these Standards and for
suppliers to provide written confirmation that the equipment and the necessary safety surface
have been installed to the manufacturer’s instructions.

Local Authority managed sites

PACE will provide additional safeguards in the installation of new play equipment by ensuring
post installation certification is given by an independent organisation.

If you have identified problems with your existing play equipment, you must seek advice from
the Community & Development Manager. If you are in doubt about any of your fixed play
equipment, the Parks and Open Spaces Section has its own playground inspectors who may
be able to help.

External play equipment will be inspected annually by an independent agency. An action plan
will be drawn up which will identify issues for either immediate or longer-term action. Further
action must be discussed and agreed with the Service Manager and the London Borough of
Camden Property Services Department.

School sites incorporating PACE play provision

The school is responsible for ensuring that their play equipment conforms to the relevant
standards and for its maintenance. They should have their own inspection and certification
procedures. Before the play project makes use of any play equipment, the Service Manager
must be satisfied that the school have met their obligations and that the equipment is safe to
use.

Regular visual inspections

The Service Manager is responsible for ensuring a daily visual inspection of the play site is
undertaken. Visual inspections will depend on the site and the equipment. A copy of a sample
checklist written by RoSPA is included below.

The Service Manager will need to liaise with the Community & Development Manager
regarding repairs and maintenance of play equipment.

Any damaged equipment should be taken out of service and a report given to the Community
& Development Manager. Do not use equipment with damaged or missing safety surfaces.

The regular visual check of the play project site is intended to be quick and simple. Its primary
function is to identify faults or dangers arising from vandalism. This checklist should give an
indication of areas to be looked at.
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APPENDIX 5.1

EXTERNAL PLAY EQUIPMENT: DAILY VISUAL CHECKLIST

Site
[ Are signs present and legible

[l Are road barriers present and in good
condition

Is lighting working

Are fences secure and complete

Are gates in working order

Are pathways undamaged and free from
obstructions

Is the site free of litter, glass or any
dangerous object

OO

]

Ancillary items

[l Are the seats secure and undamaged
[l Are litter bins secure and undamaged
[l Are they emptied

[l Is the planting safe and undamaged

Surfacing
[l Are safety surfaces undamaged

[J Are loose-fill surfaces level, without
rubbish or fouling

Equipment

All items

[l Are all supports present and secure

[l Is all timber work undamaged

[J Are all safety barriers present

[l Does the equipment work properly and

without undue noise

Swings
[ Are the swing chains unbroken

[l Are the seats fixed securely and
undamaged

Slides
[l Are steps secure and undamaged

[l Is the chute undamaged and clear of
foreign objects

Roundabouts

[l Does it revolve smoothly and noiselessly

[l Is it undamaged
[l Is it clear of rubbish underneath
[J Does the speed restrictor work

Rocking items

[l Does the item move smoothly and
noiselessly

[J Are all safety guards present
[l Does any height restrictor work
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Spring items

[l Does the item move freely and noiselessly
[ Are all the grips firm and secure

[l Is the spring undamaged

Climbing frames

[l Are the supports secure

[l Are all the bars in place

[ Are they securely fixed

[l Are the tube ends plugged

Cable runways
[l Are the end supports securely fixed

[l Does the runner move smoothly and
noiselessly

[l Is the seat in good condition
[l Is the cable undamaged
[l Are take-off and landing areas secure

Bridges
[l Are the slats secure and not touching

[J There is no gap opening at the ends which
children can slip through

[J Allfixings are secure and in good
condition

Sand play

[l Is the sand container surround in good
condition

[J Is the sand free of rubbish and fouling

Ropes
[l Are the ropes secure and undamaged

Multi-play items
[J Are all parts securely fixed
[J Are all guard rails present

[J There are no signs of fresh timber or holes
in metal where something may have been
removed



