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SECTION 25
GUIDANCE FOR BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS EVENTS

1 Introduction

This list has been provided by the PACE insurers — Morton Michelle and should provide guidance
when providing bonfires and/or firework events. This list is not exhaustive but is meant to be a check
list of the more obvious precautions.

Action to take:
You should notify your local fire authority prior to holding any Bonfire/Fireworks Events and
comply with any requirements they impose.

2 Bonfires

=  Children should be accompanied and supervised at all times

» Bonfires should be on level ground at least 18 meters (60ft) away from trees,
buildings, fences or sheds

= Before lighting a bonfire, check beneath it for animals — and children!

» Use domestic firelighters. Never use petrol, paraffin or other flammable liquids

= Never throw fireworks, aerosols, foam-filled furniture, batteries, tins of paint or tyres
on a bonfire

= Keep party children and young people well away from the fire
» Don’t drink alcohol if you are in charge of a bonfire
» Have sand and water or appropriate fire extinguisher available for emergencies
» Ensure the fire is properly extinguished at the end of the event
3 Fireworks

Before the display:
= Check the fireworks you buy are suitable for the size of your display area and
conform to British Standards (BS 7114)
Ensure your display area is free from hazards
Do not tamper with fireworks
Read the instructions in daylight
Warn neighbours, especially the elderly and those with pets/animals

Things you will need on the night:
= Metal box with a lid for safe storage
Torch
Protective hat, eye protection and gloves
First aid kit
Bucket of soft earth for sticking fireworks in
A board or flat surface for flat bottomed fireworks
Suitable support for Catherine Wheels
Suitable launcher for rockets

Firework safety

Make absolutely sure you follow the Fireworks Code. The children's lives could depend
on it.

=  Children should be accompanied and supervised at all times

»= Follow the Specific Instructions on each firework

= Keep the fireworks in a sealed box, and use them one at a time, replacing the lid

immediately.

» Read the instructions carefully, using a torch - never a naked flame.

= Authorised group officials only to light fireworks

= Light fireworks at arm's length, using a taper or firework lighter, and stand well back
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= Never return to a firework after it has been lit; especially if it would seem not to have
gone off

» Never throw fireworks or put them in your pocket

= Above all, ensure that children are well supervised

= Keep all pets and animals indoors

Sparklers

Never give sparklers to children under five

Only give sparklers to children of five and over with parent’s/guardian’s permission
Light one at a time

Hold at arms length

Wear gloves when holding sparklers

Put extinguished sparklers hot end down into a bucket of sand or water

After the display

= Use tongs or gloves to collect spent fireworks
= Next morning, check again and remove firework debris
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